(1) 
Objections to the Bill for regulating Elections, with Anſwers to them. 
The Objections are, That the Bill is Unjuſt, Uſeleſs, Inpracticable. 
Firſt, Vnjuſt. 


Oh,. 7. HAT it alters the Conſtitution, by circumſcribing and leſſening the Numbers of People 
now capable of being elected. "2 
Anſw. 1. It is an Alteration for the better. Our Conſtitution is ſo much altered of it ſelf 
| e mending of it (in order to bring it nearer 
its Inſtitution) can be called Vj 


England was never, till within this laſt 200 Years, acquainted with Foreign 
Trade, or much with : And Experience g us that all Taxes terminate on tis but 
Gt that the Landed - men who pay by far the greateſt Part,-ſhould be principally 8 being a 

. — — y like Money. The Ballance of n the Ballance of Power 


* England. . 
2. It is not ſuch an Alteration as leaves that Part of the Legiſlative Power which reſides in a Houſe of Com- 
mons, upon too narrow a Bottom. Conſidering how at preſent computed as qualified by 
2004, per Ann. in Poſſeſſion or Reverſion, or by being worth 3000 J. there is no Body who wi judg the choice 
of the Peoples entatives to lie within a narrower Compaſs than twenty thouſand ; an4 ſhortly it will 
grow wider: For ſuch as eee ee to qualify themſelv es, will daily in- 
creaſe the Number, and occaſion a Subdiviſion of the great into more Freeholders Hands, and this will 
raiſe the Price of Lands. Now every body knows that the Jof the Engliſh Conſtitution, above its 
Neighbours, does in a great Meaſure conſiſt in the more diſtr of the Property of Lands among 
its Inhabitants ; which has given us that EAI WON dy (no where elſe known) of à lower Gentry and 
Teoman; the grind | Guardians of our Liberties, and the h as well as Ornament of our Conſtitu- 
tion. Now this Bill will encreaſe the Numbers of theſe,and y both ſecure and mend our Conſtitution. 
3. It is an Alteration which is not without Precedent as to the Nature of the Thing. It has been found both 
neceſſary and convenient in former Times to reſtrain the Numbers and alter the Qualifications of Ele&ors and 
Elected, according to the Times and Exigences; and this to avoid the Government's running into the very 
Dregs and-Lee of the People. . So when antiently all had a Right of voting for a Knight of a Shire, twas 
thought fit to reſtrain it to Freeholders of better Subſtance (in proportion to thoſe Times) than one of 10 or 
12 þ, a Year at preſent. And ſo in the Burroughs and many of | ions, by their own By-Laws (tho 
have leſs Force than an Act of Parliament) the Number and Qualifications of Electors are aſcertain'd; 

and thoſe generally to Perſons of a fix*d Property: either | of the Burgage Tenures, or at leaſt 
ſuch as had given Hoſtages of their Faithfulneſs to the Intereſt of the Burrough, by having their Families De- 
Subſtance, &c. in ſome meaſure adherent to it: People of fleeting or no Subſtance, having never 
thought proper to ſerve for either County or Burrough, or fit to ele. Nay, none by our Law can ſerve 
as 12 but who has a Freehold. And that Great Power of Attainder exerted, ſhews how much 
the 22 and Death, repos'd in a Jury-man, i cate. in One that acts in a Legiſlative Capacity: 


2 —_— away a great Part of the Liberty of the Subject, who at preſent have Power to chuſe 
W p! 

nſw. * There is ſcarce ed ey .—5 — nat in ſome meaſure r the 2 of the 
People or the Prerogative; ſo that this is as g ARES Law as againſt this. 

2. To take away the Occaſion of the common Peoples doing a iſchief t themſelves, is very falſly call'd 
a Robbing them of their Liberties. Now to leave them a Liberty of chuſing all proper Repreſentatives, and on- 
ly tie them from chuſing ſuch as would undo t is no greater a Wro if I ſet a Bar before a Window 
to hinder a Child from throwing himſelf out of it. And this has no otherwiſe to do with the Peoples Liber- 
tics, than the barring up of that Gap which muſt be the loſs to them of thoſe Liberties if it be ſtill left thus wide. 

Object. 3. That ir is contrary to the firſt Conſtitution, which deſign d proper Repreſentatives for Cities and 
Burroughs in the way of Trade, as for Counties by Landed-men. 

Anſw. 1. This is in a great meaſure anſwered in thoſe Anſwers made to the firſt Objection: But we have 
long ſince receded from that firſt Conſtitution which oblig'd the Burroughs to chuſe Reſiants. 

2. The Qualification of 5,0001. in the Bill ſufficiently es for all trading Towns; and there never 
will be wanting a ſufficient Number of fuch Members to inform the Houſe in Points of Trade; tho we gene- 
rally find them Unſincere and Partial. 

F Objett, + 2 it prejudices ſuch as have all their Stock in Trade, unleſs they qualify themſelves by purcha- 
ng ſome 8. 

Anſw. 1. The Clauſe * ſuch as can ſwear themſelves worth 5,000 1. is an Anſwer to this Objoction. 

2. But what great Miſchief is done to any Man worth 20,000 l. or 30,000 J. if he purchaſe ſo much Land 
as ſhall qualify him to ſerve in Parliament ? 'Tis always ready Money when he pleaſes to ſell it again. 

Obje&, 5. That all Eſtates in Truſtees, called equizable Eſtates, are excluded by this Bill. 

Anſw. 1. Tis not the Intention of the Ia chat they ſhout be fo ; and tis a Moral Certainty the Law can 
never be conſtrued ſo; tho tis hard to make any Law herein the Chicane of the Lawyers cannot find a Flaw. 

2. But this or any other Fault may be by an Explanatory Clauſe in any other A, and is no Reaſon 
why a good Law ſhould be condemned for an Omi Im on, which may ſo eaſily be remedied. 


Secondly, That the Bill is Uſcleſs. 


Object. 1. That it does no © good, becauſe it keeps not indigent Perſons out of the Parliament-Houſe, nor ſe- 
cures the Elections to Men of Subſtance. 


. 1. If it does not keep all indigent People out, but that ſome will creep thrs the Act, who have Mort- 
gaged Eſtates, and are in Debt, yet it keeps out a great many; for the Intention 9 


from what it was 
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(2) 
few that have not a real Subſtanre will preſume to be Candidates, or be encouraged by the Electors ſo that 
the Bill does a great deal of good, tho not all that could be wiſhed. 

Obj. 2. That it is not fit ro make an Alteration in the Conſtitution without good Grounds, and there is no mye yeaſon 
for ſuſpecting that meaner Perſons ſhall be choſen for the future than bas been in time paſt ;, ſo that tis time enougiqo think 
of a Kemedy when we feel the Diſeaſe. 

Anſw. 1. It will be too late then: and the Reaſon is plain; for the Expences of Elections being taken way 
by an Act paſs'd laſt Seſſions, the Burroughs will certainly chooſe ſuch Perſons as dwell among them, and 
have an Influence over them, either through Fear or Favour, ſince the great Motive which made them choſe | 
Gentlemen for their Repreſentatives (viz. the Gain by their Expences at Elections) is now quite taken awar : 
And this preſent Parliament, by making that Act for regulating Expences, by giving ſuch ferns Taxes, ard 
reforming the Coin, has put ſo great Difficulties upon the People, and fo anger'd them, that they openly 
threaten already to chooſe Repreſentatives of another Stamp next Parliament; ſo that it this Bill does not 
paſs nom, there ſeems to be an End of an Engliſh Parliament, and of Engliſh Liberties for ever; for the next 
vi!1 be compoſed, for the moſt part, of the Officers that quarter in the Towns, of the Exciſe-men, Cuſtom- 
houſe Officers, and others of that Sort, Attorneys, Town-Clerks, Recorders, m ſhort, of any other Civil or 


| Military Officer who reſides among them, or who at a diſtance has Influence upon them by his Office +. And the 
| beſt that can be expected is the Tradeſmen themſelves. 


2. The Lords who meddle not in Money-Bills, ate principally concern d to take care who they are that di- 
ſpoſe of their Eſtates. ; I | | 

Obj. 3. That Perſons in Poſſeſſion of mortgaged Eſtates, even to their full Value, are not diſqualified by this Bill to 
ſerve in Parliament. 

Anſw, 1. *Twere to be wiſh'd they were diſqualified by this Bill; and that is what may be redreſs d in ano- 
ther Bill: nothing is perfect at the beginning, as may be proved by the many Faults in our Coin-Bills, not- 
withſtanding the Learning and Diligence of thoſe that drew them, 

2. But a Perſon of ſuch a Mortgaged Eſtate is a fitter Repreſentative than one who has no Title to any Land: 
He has 4 Proſpect of redeeming it: he preſerves a kind of Natural Love for a Paternal Seat and Inheritance; 
and is not ſo detached from the true Intereſt of his Country, as one of a fleeting Fortune, who can remit it 
all in one Bill of Exchange to Amſterdam, Hamburgh or Venice; or as an Officer Civil or Miitary, who de- 
pends for his Subſiſtence upon another Power. 

Obj. 4. Father and Son are both qualified by this Bill to ſerve for the ſame Eſtate of 2001. per annum, the one bau- 
ing a Title in Poſſeſſicn, the other in Reverſion. ; : 

Anſw. t. This is rather a Reaſon for the Bill in the Senſe of the Objectors: and *tis not fair to bring ſuch an 
Argument againſt it, ſince the Latitude is the greater for the 1 Choice; but where both the Father and 
on have an Inteteſt in Land (which is a fix d Intereſt) there ariſes leſs danger from ſuch than from others of 


a different kind of Subſtance. | 
Thirdly, That tis TmpraQticable. 
Obj. 1. Sheriffs and other Officers muſt enquire into the ifications of the Candidates by examining into Deeds and 
Writings ;, which Writings 44 — ſeen) may be defeated ks rivate and dormant Writs s, an ſuch Officers can 
never come to know the true Value of Eſtes, Bip they 50 ther be liable eaſily to a or will have a great | 


Latitude of acting partiall and 4. 7. | Uh * | | 
Anſw. "Tis 7055 unlikely that theſe Diſputes co n ariſe: for in Counties the Electors will take care to 

chooſe ſuch Repreſentatives as are worth at leaſt double what the Bill allows, and no Perſon who is but day 

or doubtfully qualified, will preſume to be a Candidate. In Burroughs and ations, 2 n 

Men who live in, or near them is known: and they will rather chooſe ſuch as they are certain to be worth above 
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2001. than run the Riſque of Electing an unqualified Perſon. | 

Obj. 2. The Comittees of Elections will haut an endleſs Work upon a new Parliament, to determine the Diſputes which 
may ariſe upon this Bill, | 

fe 4 Dn the contrary tis preſumed that the Committees of Elections will be troubled with few Com- 
plaints of that nature, ſince few unqualified Perſons will preſume to be Candidates, or (if they ſhould) would 
be choſen by the Flectors; ſo that the enquiring into the Value of Eſtates, or into Deeds and * will 
ſeldom or never be neceſſary: and theſe Objections do rather demonſtrate the Acuteneſs and Nicety ot ſuch 
as frame them, than ſeem to have any real Weight. 

Obj. 3. Men of Eſtates and Fortunes are liable to Corruption as well as the Poorer. 

Anſw. They may be ſo, and we find by ſad Experience they have been ſo; but it coſts more Pains and 
Money to corrupt ſuch, than it will to co thoſe who are excluded the Parliament by this Bill; ſo that if 
w 6 cannot > avoid the Miſchief of Corruption, *tis an Advantage to have ſuch Repreſentatives as are leaſt 
ca corrupted. 

Obj. 4. Bur the Burroughs and Corporations have petition'd againſt the Bill. ws | 
" 2»nſw, What Streſs is to be laid upon Petitions, and in what manner ſome People are 1 judg for them- 
ſelves (if it be their own and not other Peoples Judgments they bere make uſe of ) may be known by what 
was done lately, in this way of Petitioning, upon the Matter of the Coin: where the ſatisfying of their Peti- 
tions would have been of ruin to the Petitioners, and to a whole Nation. When it is er'd what the 
greateſt part of thoſe Places are from whence theſe Petitions come, how they are generally influenced, and 
of what Nature Petitions and Addreſſes in themſelves are ; there will be very little regard to this, as to 
a thing extraordinary: it being no hard thing, upon Solicitation, to procure Petitions in the ſame man- 
ner upon any Bill, for or g. But of whatſoever Note or Conſideration ſome of theſe Corporatians 
may he; when it 15 conudered what a Body of the people of Englandy and how great a part both as to Num. | 
ber, Property and Intereſt (no leſs than all thoſe from the firſt Ran of Eſtates to the Freeholders of 40 | 
Shillings) are all concern'd in, and ged in Intereſt for this Bill; it may be juſtly wonder'd at, that at any 
time, but at this time more eſpecially, when the dependance on them is ſo great; others ſhould be encouraged to 
ſhew ſo much Zeal about ſo peculiar and odd an Intereſt ; when thoſe who have fo reaſonable and ſound an In- 
tereſt, and have moſt reaſon to ſpeak, are ſilent; but mult in this manner come to ſe more and more what te 
Importance of ſuch a Bill as this is to them, by N Oppoſition they ſee made to it, puny 
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